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By the late Rev. JOHN FLETCHER, of Madeley. 


‘“‘ From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with 
him: then said Jesus unto the twelve, will ye also go away? Then Si- 
mon Peter aaswered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the 
words of eternal life.” 


(Concluded from page 405.) 


Hl. Hlavine thus showed what offended so much many of 
our Saviour’s disciples, that they departed and walked no 
more with him; by the assistance of the Lorp, | am to prove 
next, that as, out of Curist, there is nothing but eternal death 
for sinners, so in Curist there is eternal life or the chief of sin- 
ners. Both these points of doctrine are contained in St. Pe- 
ter’s answer to our Lorp. When Jesus saw that many of his 
disciples were gone, he said unto the twelve, ‘“ Will ye also go 
away? Then Simon Peter answered him, To whom shall we 
go? Thou hast the words of everlasting life.” 

That expression—‘‘ To whom. shall we go?”—shows that 
man is helpless as well as wretched, and that he is both spirit- 
ually dead, and incapable to raise himself to spiritual life, since 
he must go to another for it. ‘To whom shall we go ?””—here 
also appears an utter despair of finding relief, not only in one’s 
self, but also in any creature, thing, or means under heaven, but 
in Jesus Curist. To instance in some particulars :— 

1. To whom shall we go for salvation and eternal life? Shall 
we go to Bishops, Priests, or Deacons? Shall we go to the 
Apostles themselves ? No, no: they can only point us to Curist 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life: they are neither the way, 
the truth, nor the life: they are but men, and what says the 
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442 SERMON ON JOHN VI. 66—68, 

Scripture, ‘“‘ Cursed is he that putteth his trust in man,” Jer, 
xvii. 5. It is not so with Curist, for though he is the Son of 
Man, he is also Jenovan-Gop blessed over all; in him, there. 
fore, we may safely trust. | 

2. Shall we go to the Pope, the pretended successor of St. 
Peter? Behold, St. Peter himself says, “To whom shall we 
go, but unto thee, O Lorn? Lorp, save, or! perish.”? And 
how can Peren’s pretended successor help us, if Peter cannot 
help himself? 

3. Shall we go to any one denomination of Christians, to the 
Church of England, to the Church of Rome, to the Baptists, 
Presbyterians, Independents, or Quakers? Behold, the twelve 
disciples, the founders of all Christian churches, the sacred col- 
lege of the Apostles, declare, with one consent, by the mouth 
of Peter,—Salvation is not in us: To whom shall we go, but to 
Cuaist? If, therefore, the purest church that ever was or ever 
will be, a church composed of Apostles only, must go to Cunist 
for salvation, how mistaken are those who trust to the denomina- 
tion they belong to, as ifa Protestant out of Carist was a hair’s 
breadth beyond a Christless Papist, a Turk, or a Jew. In the 
Revelation, our Saviour compares the seven purest churches of 
Asia to seven golden candlesticks. Now, you know that a gol- 
den candlestick is as useless without a light as a brazen one. 
Curist alone is the light that is or ought to be placed in all 
churches ; he is alone the light which shines in darkness, though 
the darkness comprehends it not: There is then no more sal- 
vation in the purest church, if Curist does not shine in our 
hearts, than there is light in a candlestick of purest gold, when 
the taper is put out. 

What are, then, the greatest preachers in the world, what is 
Paul himself, who spake with the tongues of men and angels, 
when compared to Cuaist the living way? Just as much as a 
finger-post to a traveller, and no more; as the finger-post is not 
the way, but shows the right way, so Paul and all the preachers 
in the world are nothing, but as they point us to Curist the Way. 

4, Shall we go to the Virgin Mary, with the Roman Catholics’? 
“¢ Behold,” says she, ** my soul rejoiceth in Gop my Saviour ;” 
therefore, she stood in need of Curist, as her Gop and Saviour, 
as much as any one of us: salvation is not then in her, though 
it is in the fruit of her womb. 

5. Shall we go to angels or departed saints? Behold, angels 
are the servants of those who shall be heirs of salvation, so far 
from being their saviours ; (Heb. i. 14 ;) and as to dead saints, 
they can absolutely do nothing for us,—“ for a living dog,” 
says Solomon, is better than a dead lion.” If saints could save 
us, it would be rather living saints than dead ones. It is well 
for the Virgin Mary and the saints, that they know nothing of the 
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prayers which poor superstitious Christians address to them: if 
they knew of them, the very thought of such a piece of idolatry 
committed upon them, to the horrible contempt of Curist the 
only Mediator, would damp all their joy inheaven. 

6. To whom shall we gothen? Shall we go to the writings 
of the dead, to books of piety and devotion, or tothe Scriptures 
themselves ? Alas! life is not in the letter : thousands of wick- 
ed men have written and read very good books : good books 
and the Scriptures are of infinite use in showing us the way of life, 
but still they are not the way ; and when all the Bibles and li- 
braries in the world shall be burnt up with the world itself, 
Curist the Way will stand, and, as he is the diving Way, he will 
dive for ever a mighty Saviour to all that come to Gop through 
him. ‘Search the Scriptures,” said he to the Jews, “for in 
them you think to have life, and they are they which testify of 
me.’ John v. 39. The grand use, then, of all good books, and 
of the Scriptures themselves, is to bear witness of Carist. 

7. Shall we make a saviour of our church-walls, steeple, and 
bells? Shall we cry up the Church! the Church! as the Phar- 
isees cried up the Temple! the Temple! Far be such a super- 
stious, such a worse than Popish notion from us :—this building 
has no more in it that can contribute to our salvation than the 
synagogue out of which they cast our Saviour and his Apostles. 
If there was any thing in any one building inthe world more 
than in another, it was.in the temple of Jerusalem, an eminent 
type of Curist, honoured several times by his bodily as well as 
spiritual presence: and yet one stone is not left upon another on 
the spot that bore the consecrated walls. But, blessed be Gop, 
the living temple of Curist’s body, that was destroyed for three 
days, is now built up again, and stands for ever at the right 
hand of Gop; and in that temple it is, that the holy Catholic 
Church worships Gop night and day, in spirit and in truth. Vile 
drunkards, abominable swearers, filthy whoremongers, covet- 
ous extortioners, lying cheats, profane sabbath-breakers, all 
sorts of sons and daughters of darkness, resort at times within 
these walls, and remain unsaved from their wickedness. Sal- 
vation is not, then, within the walls of any one place of worship 
in the world, unless Curist manifest himself there as he does 
not to the world. 

8. Where shall we go, then? Shall we go out of this wicked 
world, and retire into a wilderness ora nunnery, as thousands 
do in the Church of Rome? No; salvation is in neither, out of 
Curist. Whom did Curist find in the wilderness but the 
Tempter ? Whomdo Monks and Nuns find in convents but the 
Tempter, and corrupt nature, worse than the Tempter? Shall 
we go to our closet? Yes, toseek Curist there, but not to 
make our closet a saviour, as too many do? Shall we go to the 
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Lorp’s table? Yes, to seek Curis there, but not to make the 
ordinance a Saviour as the Roman Catholics do, and too many 
who call themselves Protestants. ‘The Pharisee, because he 
rested in his devotions, and sought not Curist in them, was 
made more the child of hell by his fasting and prayer: and when 
Judas received the sop, he received the seal of his destruction, 
the Devil entering into him, instead of Gop’s good Sririt, 
Therefore, ordinances help not, out of Curis. 
9. To whom shall we gothen? Will you give me leave to 
put off for a moment the character of a preacher of Curist’s 
righteousness, such as I desire to be found among you, and to 
put on that ofa fashionable preacher. Will you permit me to 
“prophesy smooth things to you, to prophesy deceit??? Well, 
then, I say,—“ O man, you ask, with St. Peter, to whom you 
shall go for salvation. To whom but to yourself, to your own 
endeavours ? Do your best, Oman: fulfil all relative and reli- 
om duties: be honest, and go tochurch, wrong noman, mur- 
ernobody, be courteous and civil to all: and if those good 
works do not take you quite up to heaven, then Curisr will 
lend you a hand at the last.”—This is, my Brethren, the 
diabolical scheme which prevails almost every where, in op- 
position to the Bible and the doctrine of our Church; this is 
the master-piece of Satan; this is nothing but Deism refined, 
nothing but heathenish morality gilt over with the name of Chris- 
tianity. This overturns the cross of Curist, and makes man 
his own saviour in part, if not in whole; this tramples under 
foot the glorious robe of Currst’s righteousness, to exalt the 
filthy rags of man’s own righteousness ; this sets at nought the 
blood of Cauntse, the Spirit of Gop, and the operations of 
divine grace upon the hearts of men. This supersedes the 
fundamental doctrines of the fallin Adam, and the new-birth in 
Jesus Curist. This, instead of ascribing salvation to him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lams for ever, impiously as- 
cribes it to free will and pharisaical morality. And what is this 
but saying, J will remain in myself for salvation ; J have the 
words of everlasting life ;—than which there can be no greater 
blasphemy ; for itis the very quintessence of Luciferian pride. 
This is the wolf in sheep’s clothing, which destroys the lambs 
of the Lorp by thousands: this is the detestable doctrine which 
Paul overturns, and curses, with the preachers of it, in his 
epistle to the Galatians; ‘“‘ Though an angel from heaven,” 
says he, (i. 8,) ‘‘ preach any other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached, let him be accursed.”? And what is 
that gospel, but that which is contained in the text, Lorp, to 
whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of everlasting life.” 
Yes, O thou Lams or Gop, that takest away the sins of the 
world, we are dead, lost, damned for ever, without thee! Our 
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souls, like Noah’s dove, cannot find whereon to fix themselves 
in all the creation: thou alone art the true, the living ark, built 
by the living Gop, to save soulsalive. There is neither health 
nor life in us ; but thou hast the words of eternal health and life. 
Ah, Lorp, speak them to thy servants, and we shall be whole! 
Restore thou them that are penitent. Lorp, save or we perish! 
O Lorp, make speed to save us 3yO Lorp, make haste to de- 
liver us !—This is the language of Peter, of our Church, and of 
every penitent sinner; may it be that of all our hearts, till the 
Lonp shall have turned our prayer into praise! 

Here, Brethren, I would conclude this head, did not I think 
it will be agreeable to you to have the contents of it supported 
by some plain scriptures, showing that there is no safety, no 
salvation, but in Curist, and that he, and he alone, has the 
words of everlasting life. Moss and Peter, speaking of him, 
say, “ Your Gop shall raise unto you a Prophet from among 
your brethren, and whosoever will not hear that prophet, (re- 
ceive his doctrine,) shall be cut off from among the people,”’ 
that is to say, cut off from Gop’s people, and consigned to outer 
darkness, Acts iil. 22. Peter tells the Jews that Jesus Curist 
is “the stone which is set at nought by the builders, but is 
nevertheless the head of the corner,” that which supports the 
whole building of each believer’s salvation. ‘ Neither is there 
salvation in any other,” adds he, “for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men whereby we must be 
saved,” chap. iv. 12. In the next chapter, ver. 31, the same 
Apostle declares, that “Gop has exalted Jesus Curis with 
his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, and to, give re- 
pentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel.”? And elsewhere 
(Acts x. 43,) he says, “To him give all the Prophets wit- 
ness, that through his name, whosoever believeth in him shall 
receive remission of sins.” The 3d chapter of St. Paut’s 
Epistle to the Romans may be looked upon as a short comment 
upon the text: part of it runs thus; “ Every mouth must be 
stopped,” says the Apostle, “and all the world become guilty 
before Gop; therefore, by the deeds of the law,”? by whata 
man can do in obedience to the law, ‘shall no flesh be justified. 
But now the righteousness of God,’’ or Gop’s way of saving 
sinners, ‘is manifested’? in the gospel, “by faith of Jesus 
Curist, unto all and upon all that believe, for there is no differ- 
ence, for all have sinned and come short of the glory of Gop: 
so that all must be justified freely by grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Jesus Christ, whom Gop has set forth to be 
a propitiation through faith in his blood for the remission of the . 
Sins that are past.’? By these Scriptures, not to quote any 
more, you see, my Brethren, that if we remain in ourselves, in 
our sins or self-righteousness, or that if we go to any other per- 
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son or means but to the eternal Son or Gop, through all such 

means we have not the least chance to escape endless ruin ; 

and that if we go to him with all our sins and guilt, with all our 

misery and helplessness, he has the words of eternal life; he can 

and will speak peace, pardon, and heaven into our souls, and’ 
ers from his kingdom of grace translate us into his kingdom 

of glory. 

Flaving thus showed what offended many of the disciples of 
our Lorp, so that they walked no more with him ; and havin 
proved that Peter spoke the fundamental truth of the Gospe 
when he said, “Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the 
words of eternal life ;’? I shall conclude by an application of 
what has been delivered. | 

Some of you are ready to find fault with us for telling and 
proving to you, that every natural man, every unconverted 
person, is in a damnable state, yea, is condemned already ; you 
think this is a monstrous doctrine, not fit to be mentioned in 
a pulpit. What! is that which is so plainly laid down in the 
bible monstrous, and not fit to be mentioned in the pulpit! 
Well, then, the bible is not fit to be read in the desk. Oh, my 
Brethren, how ‘is it that you are yet without understanding in 
this point? How is it you cannot see that your hard thoughts or 
hard speeches fall not upon us, but upon that sacred book, and 
upon the holy, just, glorious, and eternal Gop, who sent it to you 
from heaven? And how will you stand at the bar of Gop when 
this very book shall be opened for your trial, and your secret 
murmurings or ungodly speeches against it stare you in the face, 
with all your other sins? To whom will you go then for the 
words of eternal life; to Gop Almighty ? Hear what St. Peter 
says: ‘God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the hum- 
ble.”? “The proud he looketh a far off,” says Davin: yea, he 
frowned Satan into hell for his pride; and what greater pride 
can there be in people that are born in sin, a children of 
wrath by nature, as you and | are, than to oppose the plain 
word of Gop, and to absolve ourselves when the Lorp con- 
demns us, instead of pleading guilty, and going to Curist now 
for life and salvation? Will you go to him in the hour of death ? 
Do you think he will give you heaven then for having trampled 
his doctrine under foot? Will he take you in, who fight against 
his word, when he shuts out the foolish virgins who assented to 
all that it contains? Or shall we go in that awful day to our 
good works for salvation? Our good works! I should be glad 
to know which they are? Our oaths and curses, our threats and 
passions, our whoredom and drunkenness, our filthy talking and 
jesting, our vain and covetous practices, our lying and slander- 
ing, our breaking the Sabbath, and making sport of those who 
want to fear the Lonp, our keeping away from the house of 
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Gop’s worship when others resort to it, and our openly refusing 
to walk with a ‘crucified Saviour when the sacred mystery of 
his dying love is celebrated at the altar.—are these our good 
works? Willthese save us? Having been guilty of such things, 
shall we ever dream of salvation by our works ? When thieves 
are saved from the gallows by the robbery they have committed, 
we may fancy to be saved from hell by the works we have 
done. When the Pharisee shall go justified to his house, we 
may hope to be pardoned on account of our good deeds. And 
when the Pope shall have turned Curist out of heaven, and the 
Epistles of St. Paun out of the Bible, we may dissent from Pe- 
TER in the text, and instead of saying with him, “ Lorp, to 
whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life;?? we 
may say with all Deists, Lorp, we need not go to thee, for we 
have the words of eternal life at our command; our endeavours, 
works, and righteousness will save us; the Pope has shown us 
this door, and though thou tellest us thou art the door, yet we 
are determined to get in at our owndoor. This Ido not speak, 
my Brethren, to set you against good works, but to shew you 
the need of coming to Curist first, that the tree may be made 
good before you can do works good in the sight of Gop. Make 
the tree good, says our Lorp, and then the fruit shall be good ; 
till then, bring forth fruits meet for repentance; and when you 
stand in the Lorp by faith, when you are grafted in Curisz, 
when Gop has given you the victory through our Lorp Jesus 
Curist, take St. Paut’s advice, 1 Cor. xv. 58, “ Be stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lorn; for 
as much as you know that” though your labour would be in vain 
in yourselves, yet it “is not in vain in the Lorp.” ' 

But I would hope that many of you, instead of finding these 
sayings false and hard, find them true and just; and that were 
our Lorp to say unto you, as he did to the twelve, ‘ Will ye 
also go away ?”’ you would answer, as well as Peter, “ Loran, 
to whom should we go??? Gop is a consuming fire out of thee : 
angels and saints, bishops and priests, books and ordinances, 

ood works and endeavours cannot save, for thou alone, O 

HRIST, hast the words of everlasting life. But can you say 
this from your heart as wellas with your lips? Are you entire- 
ly reconciled? Are you really well pleased with Gop’s way of 
saving sinners through faith alone in the blood and righteous- 
ness of Jesus Curist? Do you renounce the Devil and all 
his works; yea, and all dependence upon your own works ? 
Can you, with St. Pawt, desire to be found in Curist, not 
having your own righteousness, but that which is through 
jaith in his blood? Are you determined to glory only in the 
Lorp ; to rejoice in nothing so much as in the cross of Jesus 
your Lorp, which is to crucify the world unto you, and you 
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unto the world? Though all men should go back to the world, 
and walk no more with Cuaist in the way of the regeneration, 
are you resolved (the Lorp being your helper) to follow Curis 


-and his word, and to stand to your bible even unto death ? If 


this is the case, rejoice, you dearly beloved of the Lorp; the 
good work is begun in your souls; you are already called out 
of the world. Marvel not, then, says St. John, if the world hate 
you; it hated, it forsook, it crucified your Lory and Master 
before you, and so it will do by the servant in a measure. Qh, 
bear your cross with patience; your Saviour who bore it first 
comes to meet you with a crown of righteousness, and a crown 
of glory. O faint notin the mean time; faint not in this day of 
reproach, scandal, temptation and darkness. You see many who 
call themselves disciples, and churchmen, exclaiming against the 
plain doctrine of Curis and of our church, and refusing to walk 
with our reformers in the narrow path pointed out in the word of 
Gop, and in our Articles and Homilies. But O, follow nota 
multitude in the broad way: choose rather, with Moszs, to en- 
dure affliction and reproach with the people of Gop, than to 
enjoy the pleasures and smiles of the world for a season. Take 
the good part of Mary, take the good part of Peter, and though 
all the world should not only forsake Curist, but also rise up 
in arms against you for cleaving to his word, stand to the text. 
In you there is nothing but sin, death, and damnation, says 
our Church. In me, that is in my flesh, (says Paut him- 
self,) dwelleth no good thing. Up then with the Apostle; 
not only renounce with him all other saviours, but go, this 
moment go, to Him whom Gop has exalted to be a Paince 
and a Saviour for you. Say not only “to whom shall we 
go?”? but go directly, with all your sins, with all your mis- 
ery, to your dying Saviour. Tell him, Lorp, thou hast the 
words of everlasting life: speak them in my soul. Give him 
no rest till he say to you, as he did to Davin, J am thy salva- 
tion; till he give you the blessing whioh he gave to the thief 
upon the cross, to ZaccHeEvs upon the tree, to NarHanigx under 
the fig-tree, to the harlot that wept behind him, to the woman 
who touched the hem of his garment, to the returning prodigal, 
to the penitent publican in the temple. Fear not; only be- 
lieve ; one grain of the faith of the centurion will remove all 
your sins upon Curist, who took them away upon the cross- 
Hear what Davin says,“ As the heaven is high above the earth, 
so great is his mercy towards them that fear him; as far as the 
east is from the west, so far has he put oursins from us. Look 
up then, believe, and live. Does not the Lorp even now speak 
the word, that, going justified to your houses through the blood 
of the everlasting Covenant, you may praise and serve him with- 
out fear all the days of your lives? 
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Biography. 
== 
ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE AND DEATH OF REV. AURORA SEAGERe 


(Concluded from page 412.) 


Ar a quarterly meeting held for Granville circuit the 20th 
of September, 1817, brother Seager received license to preach, 
and was immediately employed by the presiding elder on the 
Granville circuit. Here he continued to labour till the New- 
York Conference in May, 1818, when he was admitted on trial 
in the travelling ministry, and by the bishop was transferred to 
the Genesee Conference. 

At the Conference in Lansing, he was appointed to the charge 
of the Clarence circuit, where he and his colleague laboured 
with much success. Conversions were frequent; sometimes 
half a dozen at a single meeting. During this year about one 
hundred were added to the societies in this circuit. It was on 
this circuit, that he was brought near to death, by a paralytic 
shock. The circumstances of his sickness,—the supports and 
comforts of grace, and the kindness of friends, he notes in his 
journal, with much particularity. For some time it appears he 
considered his release to be near, and such were his foretastes 
of immortal bliss, and his resignation to death, that he felt some 
disappointment when he found himself again recovering. In 
his journal he says, “I saw and blessed the hand of God at the 
first, in thus bringing me into a situation, wherein 1 shquid be 
led to seek my only happiness in Him. Having had two shocks 
before, and this last much more severe than the other, should [| 
ever recover from this, there would be little reason indeed, to 
flatter myself with the idea of long life: But rather to consider 
myself in a more than ordinary sense, as even on the confines of 
eternity. Though I could heartily bless God for this visitation, 

et I had not till this morning that plenitude of enjoyment, for 
which I thirsted. This was a most blessed season to my soul, 
The emotions I felt [cannot describe. I was just able to set up, 
and while my bed was preparing, I observed the kindness of 
friends who attended me. It was the first time I ever needed 
such indulgence, so that, for awhile, I could not refrain from 
tears. The case of the blessed Saviour then came tomy mind, 
How different my situation from his! He was Lord of all, yet 
had not where to lay his head, but 1 am surrounded by the kind- 
est of friends, and who yet seem to think all too little for my 
comfort. ‘Tears flowed plentifully, my heart was warmed with 
prone and my confidence in God was greatly increased. 

7 7“ ready te go. There appeared nothing—nothing to 
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impede my intercourse into the regions of glory. I could but 
wonder and adore, that I should be the object of such stupen- 
dous grace! and that this should be thus manifested in time of 
the greatest need! What am I, thought I, that I should be thus 
visited with mercy! What have I done, O Lord, that thou 
shouldst thus visit me in my affliction! | have been too unfaith- 
ful in health, why then such blessings on me! Ah! Jesus hath 
died, therefore thou canst be just in sodoing! Thou art infinite. 
Jy gracious, therefore thou delightest in bestowing. 

*¢ Next morning 4th of June, my mind was filled with inexpres- 
sible sweetness. How good is the Lord! I cannot express half 
he is to me! I can only admire, that such favours are bestowed 
on one who is so ill deserving! Death never before appeared so 
nigh, and I never felt in such readiness to meet it. The 
choicest-favours, and the most reviving cordials, are frequently, 
I believe, reserved to the greatest time of need. Thus it was 
with me.”’ 

After a confinement of about two weeks, Aurora again began 
toamend. Here he observes “It was my great desire, from 
the first of my illness, that I might make a sanctified use of 
this visitation; and now that I was apparently recovering, 
I prayed that | might not build a bridge back again to the 
world. My recovery indeed, appeared more like coming back 
to the world, than like staying in it; and at first, the thought 
struck me like a disappointment. Thus the mariner is driven 
back upon the boisterous ocean by adverse winds, after hay- 
ing come in sight of his native shore.” 

The time of the Genesee Conference being now at hand, the 
preachers being on their way thither, and having little reason 
to expect he should be able to attend, he mentions feeling, for 
the first time, a little inclination to dejection ; but he made his 
complaint to God, and entreated, if he was to be spared, strength 
might be given him to attend, and receive his appointment, that 
be “might not live useless.” ‘For all his past sickness, he 
says, appeared trifling, when compared to this.’ According 
to his request, the desire of his heart was hie him; for the 
hospitable friend of Batavia, at whose house he had been nursed 
in his affliction, took him in his carriage, and brought him about 
eighty miles to the Conference at Vienna. 

At the Conference in Vienna, July, 1819, brother Seager was 
appointed to Montreal. When he received his appointment, he 
considered it a favourable one on several accounts, as he 
would not have to preach often, nor ride on horse back, which 
was injurious in his present weakness: a passage by water 
might conduce to his health, and a change of air more so- 


These are his remarks in his diary. 
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After tarrying with his friends about two weeks to recover 
strength, he took leave of them for his station. ‘The part- 
ing was unusually affecting. To the family it appeared more 
like a burial than a farewell. But to him it was the most af- 
fecting to take leave of one whom he always thought his duty to 
‘“‘honour.”? On his account he had felt much ccncern. He had 
fondly hoped from appearances last year, that on his return 
home he would find him in the enjoyment of religion, but was 
disappointed. ‘ The precarious state of my health, he remarks, 
and Ais growing infirmities render it exceedingly uncertain 
whether I shall see him again. J now once more exhorted him 
to seek the salvation of his soul, and said, receive this as my 
dying admonitiun, and strive.”? ‘He answered with his eyes 
suffused with tears, ‘I will,’ and I could add no more.” 

At Sodus he embarked on board a schooner for Ogdens- 
burgh: thence in an open boat for Montreal. On his passage 
down the river he passed through the rapids of the Long Sous, 
Coteau Du Lac, Cedars, Split Rock and Cascades. “ Here 
were appearances both diverting and terrifying: The rainbow 
formed by the rays of the sun on the spray, afforded a de- 
lightful view. But the rocks which appeared in view, just un- 
der the sides of the boat, and which we passed with swiftness, 
seemed to dart upstream with the rapidity of lightning.” 

On his arrival at Montreal, 31st of July, he found his health 
much better, and he took lodgings at brother T. F’s, three miles 
out of town, a very healthy and delightful situation. In this 
pious and kind family he was treated with every mark of atten- 
tion, and thus lived in the mutual enjoyment of that Christian 
fellowship, which love naturally inspires. 

Though he entered on his work with feebleness, his strength 
was gradually mending for about three months. He writes, 
18th of October, ‘1 am now able to spend a considerable part 
of the day, from five in the morning till ten in the evening, in 
my work. Thanks be to God for his unspeakable kindness !”’ 
After this he began to decline, and died in two months after. 

Many notices in his diary, while at Montreal, would be in- 
structive to the pious; but the extract would be too long for 
the short pages of our Monthly Miscellany. We will say, how- 
ever, that they shew the warfare, the conquest, and the spiritual 
truumph of the Christian soldier, The onsets of the enemy 
were powerful, but he watched him; and the motions of his 
own heart he kept with all diligence. In every instance he 
was valiant in fight, and he was sure to come off victorious! In 
these spiritual conflicts he won trophies which he now wears in 
an immortal crown! Hallelujah! One extract must suffice. 
**Oct. 12, My complaint (Diarrhea) continues with unabated 
severity, and 1 am much weakened by not being able to take 
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much food. This day also had a severe struggle for deliver- 
ance, not from bodily, but from spiritual disease. 1 wrestled 
with the Angel of the Covenant, and wept and made supplica- 
tion.”’ Here follows a pretty long examination of the state, pas- 
sions and graces of his mind, then urges himself by motives of 
the gospel to ** accompany Christ in his abstinence, as well as 
to feast at his table,”’ to “ follow him through Gethsemane to 
Calvary, as wellas to witness his glory on the Mount.” After 
a struggle for two days he obtains the victory, and shares the 
spoils of a conquered enemy. ‘Oct. 14,’ he writes, ‘* A hea- 
venly calm now overspreads my mind. My soul is filled with in- 
expressible sweetness. A storm has of late raged in my bosom, 
and I have had many hours of serious anguish ; though a satis- 
factory and animating hope of complete victory, has often ming- 
led with my tears and groans, but the authoritative Worp has 
stilled the tempest, and my soul is calm as a summer’s sea, 
where not a breath of wind flies over its surface, and every 
object around me seems to smile; but while it is thus with me, 
let me remember, J must receive help every moment from above, 
otherwise, I languish and stray. Let me think on this, and be 
humble !”? 

On the 18th of October, brother Seager removed to town, 
and took board with brother E. P. Here he was treated with 
equal attention and kindness: but here various circumstances 
combined to impair his health. ‘The cold rains of autumn were 
unfriendly, and the room in which he lodged, was sometimes 
necessarily too warm; but what is believed to have material- 
ly injured his health was, too much exertion in handing water 
in time of a fire in the city. His journal mentions his * hand- 
ing buckets of water till he was much fatigued.’? And it ap- 
pears that after this he was more feeble, and continued to fail 
vill he was forced to give up preaching. His last sermon was 
in the forenoon of sabbath the 5th of December. This was 
sixteen days before his death. His complaint, was an inflam- 
matory catarrh, attended by ulceration, which extending grad- 
ually down the trachae at length reached the lungs, when it ter- 
minated life. To this complaint his physicians say he was 
constitutionally predisposed, and which is confirmed dy his 
friends, who say that he had increasing symptoms of the com- 
plaint for many years. 

For the last five days of brother Seager’s illness I was with 
him. The following is extracted from my minutes as they were 
noted on that occasion. I had heard nothing of his illness, till 
the 16th of December, when I entered the room where he was 
confined. At this time he was supposed to be getting better, 
and I did not think proper to agitate his mind by much conver- 
satione The next morning, he being more composed by rest, 
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I took an opportunity to hold a short conversation with him. 
I told him we were hoping he would recover, but as all was un- 
certain, he might mention any thing he bad on his mind, and f 
would endeavour to attend to his request. After naming some 
temporal concerns, he added, “ write to my friends, concerning 
my illness, and inform them, that though others judge | shall 
recover, yet I think my recovery very doubtful,””.and express- 
ed a confidence that all was well, saying, ‘‘ the Lord is good 
to me.”’ 

After this he appeared to suffer considerably, but manifested 
such patience and composure, that sister F. expressed her sur- 
ene that he could endure his affliction so patiently. ‘To which 

e replied, with much calmness, “It is best, sister, to be pa- 
tient, is it not!”? and repeated Job. xix. 25, ] know that my 
Redeemer liveth, &c. 

Friday he called for the bible, and requested Rev. xxii. 20 
might be shewn him, when he had seen it, he with awful se- 
lemnity, repeated that response of the Church, ‘“‘ Amen, even 
so, come, Lord Jesus.”’ 

Monday, 20th of December, we all perceived that he must go. 
He now spoke with difficulty, but expressed a wish that he 
might yet be able to speak so as to be understood by the 
friends, adding, “1 am sure I shall yet be able.”? In about two 
hours after he appeared to be better, and after taking a little 
drink, he folded his hands on his breast, and said, ‘‘ Now, let 
all be called in.” When all had gathered around his bed, he 
commenced hymn 170, page 155, ‘‘ When all the mercies of my 
God.” After repeating several verses, he requested the whole 
hymn might be sung. While singing, he attempted to join, but 
could only repeat softly. He then addressed those present, in 
a most melting and weighty exhortation: pressing them to be 
faithful to God, and for their encouragement declaring the good- 
ness of God to his own soul. ‘ Tell my parents and friends,” 
said he, “that their loss is my infinite gain.” Then signify- 
ing a wish to pray, he drew the covering over his. face, and 
continued some time in prayer. In about an hour, having rest- 
ed in sleep, he again recovered strength and spoke to me. I 
asked him what word he would send to his friends, * Tell 
them, I hope to meet them in Heaven.”? He mentioned his 
young acquaintances in Phelps, whom he wished might be warn- 
ed to “ prepare to meet God.”? He then addressed each pres- 
ent as they stood around, expressed his gratitude for their kind- 
ness during his sickness, obtained a promise from each that 
they would endeavour to meet him in Heaven, and taking them 
severally by the hand, bade them an affectionate ‘ farewell.” 
As we were about to pray, [ asked him, “ what is your peti- 
tuon 2”? He replied, “ 1 desire a full redemption ; 1 have strong 
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confidence in God, he will do it,” and appeared fervently to 


- join in our petitions. After this, he spoke at times with difficul- 


ty, but said, ‘“ Every breath is prayer,—prayer is the food of 
the soul,— without prayer there is no spiritual life.’ I said 
‘Aurora, does your spiritual strength increase?” ‘ Yes Sir,”? 
he replied, “As my strength increases, my spiritual strength 
.”’ then recoliecting, corrected the sentence by saying, ‘As 
my strength decreases, my spiritual strength increases.” ‘Tues- 
day, tails fasi, suffers much, but frequently rouses up and speaks 
of ‘Heavenly goodness.’? Miss S. awaked him by saying, 
‘you have slept a good while.’ He replied, ‘*O yes, the Lord 
gives sweet rest unto my soul.”? At 11 o’clock | had lain down 
intending to rise on the first appearance of a change. At five 
o’clock on Tuesday morning he awaked and said, call brother 
Case to prayers; we made our petitions, during which he ap- 
peared sensible and devotional. 8 o’clock 1 said, “ Do you 
know me, Aurora? He opened his eyes and stretched out his 
arms to me, saying, ‘*O yes, my dear brother, but I can’t talk 
much.”’ Soon after, while several were standing round, he said, 
“Glory,” “Glory!” After this he requested I would write te 
his father: what shall! write, Aurora? ** Thank bim for all his 
kindness, and whatever else benevolence may dictate.”? Then, 
as if he thought himself writing, said, ‘* My writing is incoher- 
ent, [ must stop, now my work is done, ‘‘ Amen,” * Amen.” 
We then commenced to sing, hymn page 95, when we had fin- 
ished, he said, “sing on,’’ we then sung, ‘* What now is my 
object and aim.’? A few moments passed, and he requested 
not to be talked to any more. Mr. Lusher coming in was re- 
quested to pray,—after prayer Mr. L. spoke to him, but he was 
too far gone to answer; and while his brethren were standing 
around, commending him to God, he calmly passed away, about 
half past 10 o’clock, 21st of December, 1819, being twenty-four 
years of age. 

Thus died this amiable youth, this faithful and successful min- 
ister of Christ. An ornament to the Christian doctrine, and a 
bright example of meekness, condescension, fervour, watchful 





sobriety, and diligence in study and labour. May a double por- 


tion of his spirit fall on his young brethren in the ministry ! 
We think it to be the result of a wise Providence that his 
death was transfered from Batavia, (where he expected to have 
died the spring before) to Montreal; that Catholics and Protes- 
tants might witness a Christian death. A number were awak- 
ened and converted at Montreal by his faithful warnings. Among 
these was a sensible and sincere catholic, who seemed to want 
nothing but to witness a Christian triumphing in death, to com- 
lete her convictions of protestant truths. Being one of those 
who faithfully attended him in his illness, his exhortations and 
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triumphant death wrought effectually. She became a convert 
to the religion of Jesus, and afterwards became a member of 
our society in Montreal. To be sure, he died and was buried 
on a foreign shore; but in this respect, he stands enrolled with 
some of the apostles, and with some of the brightest witnesses 
for the Christian faith; not forgetting the names of Swartz, 
Whitefield, Fletcher, Coke, Asbury, and others. Sacrifice and 
sufferings are the glory of the Christian ministry. In this glory 
our ministers have largely shared. ‘To thousands of the rich, 
and millions of the poor, they have successfully preached the 
gospel. They have “ gone forth weeping,” and though opposed 

wicked men, and the enmnity of Satan, yet they have return- 
ed with the spoils of thousands and hundreds of thousands re- 
joicing. In Canada we have laboured long, and hard, but not 
in vain: besides the many who have gone to rest, more than 
five thousand are numbered among the living members of the 
church, while other thousands have been moralized, and recov- 
ered from the evil of their ways. In this labour of love, and 
sufferings for souls, Aurora has had his share, and in the prom- 
ase to those who turn many righteousness, we trust, he now 


shines with the stars in the kingdom of the Redeemer. 
W. C. 


——D toe 


Scripture Lilustrated. 


OF THE CHARMING OF SERPENTS~- 5: 


Related by a Gentleman of er learning, and abilities, who filled a con- 
siderable post in the East-India Company’s service in India. 


“Tue travelling Faquirs (Fakeers) of this country are a kind 
of superstitious devotees, who pretend to great zeal in religion ; 
but are, in fact, the most vicious and profligate wretches in the 
world. They wander about the country here as the gypsies do 
with you; and having some little smattering of physic, music, 
or other arts, they introduce themselves by these means where- 
ever they go. One of them called a few days ago at my house, 
who had a beautiful large snake in a basket, which he made 
rise up and dance about to the sound of a pipe on which he 
played. It happened that my out-houses and farm-yard had, 
for some time, been infested with snakes, which had killed me 
several turkeys, geese, ducks, fowls, and even a cow and a bul- 
lock. My servants asked this man whether he could pipe these 
snakes out of their holes, and catch them. He answered in the 
affirmative, and they carried him instantly to the place where 
one of the snakes had been seen. He began piping, and, in a 
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short time, the snake came dancing to him: the fellow caught 
him by the nape of the neck, and brought him to me, As I was 
incredulous, I did not go to see this first operation; but as he 
took this beast so expeditiously, and | still suspected some 
trick, I desired him. to go and catch another, and went with him 
myself to observe his motions. He began by abusing the snake, 
and ordering him to come out of his hole instantly, and not to 
be angry, otherwise he would cut his throat, and suck his blood, 
I cannot affirm the snake heard and understood this elegant in- 
vocation. He then began piping with all his nla Te the 
snake should be deaf; he had not piped above five minutes, 
when an arnazing large covne capelle (the most venomous kind 
of serpent) popped his head out of a hole in the room. When 
the man saw his nose, he approached nearer to him, and piped 
more vehemently, till the snake was more than half out, and 
ready to make adart at him; he then piped only with one 
hand, and advanced the other under the snake, as it was raising 
itself to make the spring. When the snake darted at his body, 
he made a snatch at his tail, which he caught very dexterously, 
and held the creature fast, without the least apprehension of be- 
ing bit,“until my servants despatched it. I had often heard the 
story of snakes being charmed out of their holes by music, but 
never believed it till I had this occular demonstration of the 
fact. Inthe space of an hour the Faquir caught five more ven- 


emous snakes close about my house.” 


F. A. De Chateaubriand, in his ‘ Beauties of Christianity,” 
relates the following adventure which he and his companions 
had with a serpent, while travelling in Upper-Canada in 1791. 


“One day a rattle-snake entered our encampment. Among 
us was a Canadian who could play on the flute, and who, to di- 
vert us, advanced against the serpent with his new species of 
weapon. On the approach of his enemy, the haughty reptile 
curls himself into a spiral line, flattens his head, inflates his 
cheeks, contracts his lips, displays his envenomed fangs, and 
his bloody throat; his double tongue glows like two flames of 
fire ; his eyes are. burning coals, his body swollen with rage, 
rises and falls like the bellows of a forge; his dilated skin as- 
sumes a dull and scaly appearance ; and his tail, whence pro- 
ceeds the death-denouncing sound, vibrates with such rapidity 
as to resemble a light vapour. The Canadian now begins to 
play upon his flute; the serpent starts with surprise, and draws 
back his head. In proportion as he is struck with the magic 
effect, his eyes lose their fierceness, the oscillations of his tail 
become slower, and the sound which it emits becomes weaker, 
and gradually dies away. Less perpendicular upon their spiral 
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line, the rings of the charmed serpent are, by degrees, expand- 
ed, and sink one after another upon the ground in concentric 
circles. The shades of azure, green, white, and gold, recover 
their brilliancy on his quivering skin ; and slightly turning his 
head, he remains motionless in the attitude of attention and 
pleasure. At this moment the Canadian advanced a few steps, 
producing with his flute sweet and simple notes. The reptile, 
inclining his variegated neck, opens a passage with his head 
through the high grass, and begins to creep after the musician, 
stopping when he stops, and beginning to follow him again as 
soon as he moves forward. 
‘¢ In this manner he was led out of our camp, attended by a 
reat number of spectators, both savages and Europeans, who 
could scarcely believe their eyes when they witnessed this ef- 
fect of harmony. The assembly unanimously decreed that the 
serpent which had so highly entertained them, should be per- 
mitted to escape.” 


The Attributes of God Displayed. 


From the London Methodist Magazine. 
ACCOUNT OF A VOLCANO IN THE SEA. 


‘Not having it in my power to inform you of the progress of 
the arts in this quarter of the globe, I embrace the present op- 
portunity of giving you a circumstantial, and I doubt not authen- 
tic, account of the proceedings of Nature, which I presume you 
will find not less interesting. His Majesty’s ship Sabrina ar- 
rived here lately, from a cruise off the Western Isles, or Azores, 
and brought us the following account :— 

‘‘On the 10th of June they observed two columns of white 
smoke arising from the sea, off the west end of the island of St. 
Michael, which, for some time, they supposed to be an engage- 
ment, and made all sail towards it, but were prevented by the 
wind dying away. The smoke continued to ascend with some- 
times large flames of fire, and they then concluded that it was a 
volcano. Next day they were close in with the island of St. 
Michael, and found the volcano situated about two miles west of 
that island, and still raging in the most awful manner. They 
learnt, from the British Consul at St. Michael’s, the smoke was 
first observed rising from that place on the 14th of June, previ- 
eus to which there had been several very severe shocks of an 
earthquake felt at St. Michael’s, so that the destruction of the 
whole island was much feared ; but they ceased as soon as the 
volcano broke out. On the 18th, the Sabrina went as near the 
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volcano as ihey coula with safety, and found it still raging with 
unabated violence, throwing up, from under water, large stones, 
cinders, ashes, &c. accompanied with several severe shocks. 
About noon, on the same day, they observed the mouth of the 
crater, just showing itself above the surface of the sea, where 
there were formerly 40 i‘athoms, or 240 feet of water. They 
christened tt “Sabrina island.” At three, p. m. same day, it was 
about 30 feet above the surface of the water, and about a furlong 
in length. On the 19th, they were within five or six miles of 
the volcano, and found it about 50 feet in height, and two-thirds 
of a mile in length, still raging as before, and throwing out 
large quantities of stones, some of which fell a mile distant from 
the volcano. The smoke drew up several water-spouts, which, 
spreading in the air, fellin a heavy rain, accompanied with vast 
quantities of fine black sand, which completely covered the Sa- 
brina’s decks, at the distanee of three or four miles from the 
volcano. On the 20th, they went on a cruise, leaving the vol- 
cano about 150 feet high, and a mile in length, still raging as 
formerly, and continuing to increase in size. On the 4th of 
July, they again visited the volcano, and found it perfectly quiet. 
They went on shore on Sabrina Island, (as it is now called,) and 
found it very steep; its height not less than from 200 to 300 feet. 
It was with difficulty they were able to reach the top of the 
island, which they at last effected in a quarter where there wasa 
gentle deelivity ; but the ground, or rather the ashes, composed 
of sulphureous matter, dross of iron, &c. was so very bot to their 
feet, that they were obliged soon to return. ‘They, however, 
took possession of the island, in the name of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty, and left an English union-jack flying on it. The circum- 
ference is now from two tothree miles. In the middle is a large 
basin, full of boiling-hot water, from which a stream runs into 
the sea; and, at the distance of fifty yards from the island, the 
water, although thirty fathoms deep, is too hot for one to hold 
his hand in. In short, the whole island is but a crater; the 
chiff on the outside appearing as walls, are as steep within as 
they are without. ‘The basin of boiling water is the mouth, 
from which the smoke, &c. issued. When the Sabrina left it, 
several parts of the cliff continued to smoke a little, and it was 
their opinion that it would soon break outagain.* I presume 
you are informed of this strange phenomenon before now; how- 
ever, as | had the foregoing account from a young gentlemen 
belonging to the Sabrina, who was an eye-witness of what is re- 
lated, 1 conceived it likely to contain some particulars of which 
you have hitherto been uninformed.”’ , 

* The old legends of St. Michael relate, that some 170 years ago, an island 


appeared in this neighbourhood, but which was again buried in the bowels of 
the ocean. 
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The Grace of God Manifested. 


a 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


SKETCH OF THE LIFE, EXPERIENCE AND DEATH OF MRS. ELIZA §. 
AKERS, WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE ON THE 22d or MAY, 1821, 


Eviza S. Akers, daughter of John and Eleanor Faris, 
was born in Flemingsburg, oe on the 27th day of Au- 
gust, 1802. Nothing very remarkable occurred during the ear- 
ly part of her life, excepting one circumstance ; which, both on 
account of its singular character, and as it may display to the 
reader a striking instance of a particular and superintending 
providence, is worthy of notice in this place. She was three 
weeks old, wanting one day, when her mother, who had been 
sifting up sewing a garment, stuck her threaded needle in the 
sleeve of her left arm, and immediately suckled her child at her 
left breast. In avery short time the infant had a severe fit, 
and bloody froth issued from her mouth. From that time, late 
in the evening, until the next morning, she had thirty fits. She 
continued in extreme misery, night and day, and was expected 
to die for seven weeks; after which she got some better. But 
she remained very poor and os until she was seven 
years old. At which age she accidentally discovered a small 
hard substance, which she called “ another little rib,*? close to 
the upper part of the es slium, between the skin and flesh. Her 
mother examined it, and thinking it was a pin, from the head it 
seemed to have, was anxious to extract at; but could not pre- 
vail on her to undergo the operation short of two weeks; with- 
in which time it had shifted sts position near to the lower part of 
her shoulder blade. Thence it was extracted, and proved to 
be the same needle that, seven years before, had been strange- 
ly missing from the sleeve of her mother, and had occasioned se 
much anxiety for the child’s life. ‘The thread was still in the 
eye of the needle, but was wrapped round it and formed into a 
hard substance, which went foremost as the needle progressed. 

In the fall of 1814, her sister Matilda departed this life, tri- 
umphant in the faith. About that time Eliza had strong convic- 
tions, and serious thoughts about religion—began to pray much 
in secret, and made many resolutions to seek God, and try to 
meet her departed sister in heaven. In the following spring 
she ceased praying, and all her convictions and resolutions for- 
sook her—the cause of which she divulged on her death-bed. 
Three young ladies, whom she named, her intimate acquain- 
tances, having discovered she was seriously exercised about 
religion, laughed at her; and persuaded her, that, if she went 
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on to be religious, no body would think respectfully of her— 
that she would lose all the pleasure and happiness she might 
otherwise enjoy. Being only twelve years of age, she got 
alarmed at their evil suggestions, shunned every appearance of 
seriousness, mingled much with gay company, and thus put an 
end (o her serious impressions for that time. 

On the 12th day of March 1818, she and I were married. 
J had lately commenced the practice of the law; and she en- 
tained the flattering, but delusive expectation of soon becom- 
ing rich and independent. From a circumstance that occurred 
the following summer, it is evident she had, at that time, very 
little notion of leading a religious life. I had been for some 
little time in Floyd county, on professional business, and during 
my absence had attended a camp meeting. A false report 
reached home before i did, that | had obtained religion. The 
news overwhelmed her mind; and she seemed like one who had 
lost all prospects of happiness. She said, to think of my get- 
ting religion, seemed like seeing me go to my grave—-lt blast- 
ed all her hopes.—But, not long afterwards, her mind seemed 
very much altered on that subject; and she said she had no ob- 
jections to my becoming religious—indeed she repeatedly told 
me she thought we ought both to become so. 

On the 26th of April, 1819, she had her first son, John Bryan, 
who lived only seven weeks and two days. About this time 
also, as she related in her last illness, she had serious impres- 
sions about religion, and prayed often in secret. She also 
stated the occasion which she took of relapsing again into care- 
lessness about the concerns of her soul. ‘The Rev. Samuel De- 
ment preaching in town, on the evening preceding a love-feast, 
remarked severely on the subject of dress. She had intend- 
ed staying in love-feast, but took occasion from his remarks 
on dress to entertain a prejudice against him, and thus grew re- 
miss in her duty, by giving way to the evil suggestions of Satan. 

On the 12th of September 1820, she had her last son, Wil- 
liam Dennis, who is yet living. From this time she continued 
weakly, and never recovered again her usual health. She be- 
gan more frequently to mention to me the propriety of our turn- 
ing to God. I generally excused myself by telling her to go 
on and get religion herself. 

In the early part of February, the day before she was con- 
fined to her bed, an elderly lady was buried in town. Eliza 
made diligent inquiry of such persons as visited my house, 
during the day, whether the old lady departed in the enjoyment 
of religion? No person with whom she conversed was able to 
give a satisfactory answer to the inquiry. While conversing 
with me on the subject, she raised both hands in a contemplative 
mood, and looking stedfastly at me, while she let them fall grad> 
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ually said, O! Mr. Akers, I feel as if I were dying! I told 
her not to indulge in such a thought--that I did not think she 
had cause to be alarmed. She wept; and said we ought by. all 
means to try and get religion. Thinking I might probably in- 
duce her to excuse me in the matter, I told her to go on, and seek 
religion without me—that if I were to obtain religion, she might 
calculate on my preaching the gospel—that we would then live 
a very poor life, and that she would have to submit to many 
losses and privations in future. Saidshe, “ am willing to live 
a poor and destitute life in this world, for the sake of getting to 
heaven—riches will do us no good when we come to die.” She 
had a very high fever all that night, and the next day continued 
mostly in bed—still grew worse, and talked about the affairs of 
this life, as one who wished to have a fair settlement with the 
world—seemed anxiously concerned for the future welfare of 
her infant son, and continued to urge on me the necessity of our 
becoming religious. About the third night after her confine- 
ment, her pulse became too quick to be counted accurately ; 
and, being moved at her request, she fainted. Fears were now 
entertained that her time of departure was close at hand. 
Doctor Anthony G. Houston was immediately calledin.* She, 
however, recovered slowly ; and, as soon as she gained strength 
enough to speak, said, with an interest and pathos that I never 
shall forget, “‘ Mr. Akers, ask Dr. Houston to pray for me.” 
Her fen came like a dagger tomy soul. To think my com- 
panion was so violently afflicted—so near entering into the in- 
visible world—so unprepared to stand before the judge of quick 
and dead—the time so short and uncertain, in which to begin 
to do the whole business of life—and to think that if 1 would 
not accompany her from a state of nature to grace, she was, 
even at the eleventh hour, about to undertake the great and im- 
portant work alone—all, like so many barbed arrows, pierced 
my soul with the deepest concern. I complied with her re- 

uest: and the Doctor asked her if she felt like trying to pray 
for herself? She said, ‘ yes?,—and he addressed the throne of 
grace in her behalf. Her case was too alarming to afford 
grounds for an expectation of her recovery—and she continued 
under the awful apprehensions of immediate dissolution. She 
prayed day and night for that religion, without which she be- 
lieved she would shortly be for ever miserable—lamented bit- 
terly the loss of golden opportunities which could never return 
—cited instances when she had had serious impressions——when 


* A minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, whose constant attendance, 
diligent care and well tempered zeal for the best interests of my afflicted fam- 
ily, temporally and apiritaaty entitle him to this public expression of my 
heart felt gratitude. ay the Lord reward him abundantly, for he has ‘ been 
faithful over a few things. 


ee ch ol 
Santini St 


a Se ge 


~ echo ales BLS 


osetia 


: 
ar 
Par 
33 
aa 
# 
<i 





Pe TS ieee ee ee 








462 SKETCH OF THE LIFE AND DEATH OF MRS. AKERS. 


she used to pray much in secret—how she had suffered her soul 
to be cheated of all her good desires and precious time for serv- 
ing God—and said if she had her time to live over again, she 
would devote it all to God. But that could never be; she had 
now only a moment between the present and eternity. Said 
she, “Jf I am lost, I will go down to the regions of despair 
praying for mercy”—expressed a deep interest, at the same 
time, for some of her near relations who, as she had been, were 
passing away their precious time in the awful neglect of God 
and their own souls—prayed that she might not be hurried 
away unprepared, saying, “Lord, spare me, if it is thy will, 
tll T am prepared to go.”” Thus she continued until the latter 
end of February, when she began to mend slowly—-got able to 
sit propped in bed—then to sit before the fire—next to walk 
through the house; and, finally, about the 20th of March, she 
barely recovered strength enough to ride to her father’s, about 
one hundred yards. Some entertained thoughts of her recov- 
ery. But she continued diligent in prayer to God—said she, 
“whether I shall live long or die shortly, I. am determined to 
spend my time in the service of God.’’—] had already agreed 
with her to spend the remnant of my days in God’s service ; 
and on the night of the 21st of March we had family prayer, by 
ourselves, for the first time. It was truly an affecting time. We 
had been helping each other for three years in the concerns of 
this life, and were now, in the prospect of a speedy separation, 
uniting our ardent cries and petitions at the throne of grace for 
ardon, sanctification and redemption. 

The first time she seemed fully to comprehend the opinion 
entertained by Dr. Houston respecting her case, was on the 
11th of March, whilst he preached at my house from Isaiah 
XXxvill, and latter clause of the Ist verse; ‘‘ Set thine house in 
order: for thou shalt die, and not live.?? She took the whole 
of the sermon to herself, and, like Hezekiah, prayed to the 
Lord, and wept bitterly. On the 25th the Doctor preached 
again at my house from 1 Kings xviii. 21, ‘“‘ How long halt ye 
between two opinions: if the Lord be God, follow him: but if 
Baal, then follow him.”’ It was on the Lord’s day, and he was 
truly in the spirit—his words came with lite and power. After 
sermon he said, if there were any in the congregation who sin- 
cerely desired to serve God and try to get to heaven, and wish- 
ed, for that purpose, to avail themselves of the privileges of so- 
ciety, they might signify it by giving him their hand while a 
few verses were singing. I gave him my hand, and God my 
heart ; and my wife reached her’s from the bed. It was truly 
an affecting moment, in which our desires were mutually in- 
creased, and our prospects much brightened. She continued 
most of her time in bed; and on her account, we had meeting 
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in the house as often as convenience and her situation would 
permit. She was diligently engaged in prayer. I read and 
sung much for her; and prayed with and for her night and 
morning. In this way we had many affecting and interesting 
moments. She frequently told me after meeting that she was 
disappointed—that she had expected the Lord would pardon her 
sins during the meeting, but that the meeting was over and she 
not converted. She would then say, “ before the sun sits to- 
morrow I hope God will pardon my sins.’? She would then pray 
ardently to God; and often during the day, when company was 
present, tell me to draw the curtain round her bed, and go in 
secret and pray for her. 

Thus she continued until the first of April, when her com- 
plaint returned violently, in a fixed and speedy consumption. 
Death was now certain; and all medical aid was abandoned. 
Her remaining bodily strength rapidly declined; and her fever, 
which had continued high from thesfirst of February, raged with 
increased ardour. Mercy was her only plea. “Jf I perish, 
said she, I am resolved to perish praying—God has wonderfully 
blessed me in giving me time to repent, and I don’t yet despair of 
mercy— others have been crossed on their death-beds, in trying to 
get religion; but I have had all the comforts and encouragements 
from my husband, pious relations and friends, that I could wish— 
I have not a doubt but God will yet bless me and pardon my sins 
before I die.” She became more and more reconciled, ‘every 
day, to give up all earthly interests and connections for the 
sake of Christ and eternal happiness. Not many days after- 
wards, Jesus passed along, and spoke peace to her troubled 
soul—the tumults of her agitated mind subsided—tranquility 
and heavenly serenity succeeded where lately storms and tem- 
pests threatened sudden destruction. I asked her why it was 
she seemed so contented and undisturbed in the midst of so 
much affliction? whether she had concluded she would re- 
cover, and that it was not now necessary to prepare for death? 
“QO! no,” said she, “fl know I must soon die—but I am 
not now afraid of death-——Jesus has washed away all my sins.” 
She was not now afraid to meet the grim monster in all his 
most terrific forms—not now afraid to leave behind all earth- 
ly interests, connections and friends, and venture alone upon 
the dark billows of Jordan; for, said she, “ Jesus will be 
with me.” She now spoke much of the goodness of God, and 
of the increase of her faith, blessed the Lord for her affliction, 
and said she knew it was intended for her everlasting good. 
She frequently exhorted her friends and relatives to seek 
the Lord while they had opportunity, and try to meet her in 
heaven. Several promised her they would do so from that 
time-—-may they not be lamenting broken promises and lost op- 
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portunities the next time they see her. A few weeks before her 
death, she and her friends present thought, for a short time, she 
was dying. She said, “Glory! sweet Jesus, come and wel- 
come’*>—and embraced some of her friends. Dr. Houston hav- 
ing come in, she said, ‘‘ Doctor, I am going home to Jesus !" 
He examined her pulse, and observed to her she would not die 
that day. ‘ Well,” said she, “I am ready and willing to go 
whenever it pleases God to take me—Jesus has washed away all 
my sins.”? 

The latter part of her illness- being attended with much se- 
vere pain, she prayed for patience to bear all her afflictions 
with resignation to the will of heaven—and would often pray 
God to hasten the time of her departure, saying, ““O/ if this 
were my last day that I had to stay and suffer, how I would re- 


joice ! I am ready and willing to go this moment ! but, Lord, thy 


will be done and not mine.” She had some of her clothes 
brought to her, and deliberately with her own hands parcelled 
them out if little presents for her relations and friends—gave 
particular directions of the plain style in which she wished her 
coffin and shroud to be_made—gave her infant to her mother, 
with a request to keep him as long as she might live; and set- 
tled all her temporal affairs as she could think of them, descend- 
ing even to minute matters. She said she had always been 
alarmed at the idea of being buried after death; but had then 
no more fears about it—wished to be buried decently—and 
had no doubt her soul would go straight to heaven, as soon 
as it left the body. A short time afterwards, the Doctor 
while conversing with her, asked her if she had settled all 
her temporal affairs? She replied she believed so—“ except,” 
said she, ‘‘ that I wish you to preach my funeral ; and if it is a 
fair day, to sing and pray at my grave.” He asked her if she 
wished him to select any particular subject on that occasion ? 
She replied, “No: J leave that entirely with you.” 

From the time she experienced a change of heart, until the 
day of her death, she spoke of her acceptance with God with the 
most unwavering confidence ; and for several days previous to 
her decease, seemed more and more anxious that every day, 
night and hour might be her last—saying, “J am now, this mo- 
ment, ready and willing to go--Lord, give me grace to bear my 
afflictions—and, Lord, support me and be with me when I come to 
die’*—frequently asking ber friends how long they thought she 
would have to stay. The night before she died, she breathed 
with great difficulty, and was obliged to lie without being moved 
in great pain all night. She prayed, if it was the Lore’s will, 
that she might be taken that night. As soon as light appeared 
in the east, { told her it was day. Said she, “J never expected 
to see another day in this world--what is all this world to me’? 
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ct can do me no good—in a litile time I shall leave it for ever—— 
Lord, take my spirit this day !”? About seven, she discovered a 
change in her pulse, and asked me what J thought of it? I told 
her | thought it would beat only a few hours longer. She seem- 
ed to revive at the idea of going so soon, and with a most inter- 
esting smile shouted, ‘“ Glory to God! I shall soon be done suf- 
Jfering—TI shall soon be with Jesus—I shall soon be with my sis- 
ter Matilda, who has been gone six years, and thus, (drawing her 
arms to her breast) will f embrace her—f want you all to recol- 
lect what I have told you, and not to forget it when I am dead 
and gone—O! that I had a voice that coudd be heard throughout 
the world; I woudd tell what my sweet Jesus has done for my 
soul.” A little before ten, she said, ‘“‘ Jesus has come.”? Cold- 
ness had now seized upon her extremities, and was rapidly 
spreading over her whole system, when she repeated part of 
the fifth verse of her favourite hymn, 


‘* Sweet angels beckon me away, 
To sing God’s praise in endless day.” 


In a little time she deliberately reached out her cold hand, and 
took a final and affectionate leave of me—said she hoped to meet 
me once more—bid a long farewell to her sister Kerrilla, and 
once more enjoined it upon her to seek the salvation of her soul, 
and meet her in glory—next gave her hand to her pious mo- 
ther, and they both gave glory to God together—she then ask- 
ed for her tender and affectionate father; who, being close at 
hand, approached her bed in a ffood of tears; she gave him 
her trembling cold hand, for the last time in this world of sor- 
row, and, with a voice faultering in death, bid him a long adieu 
—“O! papa,” said she, * I want you to meet me in heaven?’ — 
said she would like to take an individual leave of all in the 
room, if her strength would permit. But her strength was now 
gone, and death was fast sealing her mortal lips in eternal si- 
jence—a cold stiffness was rapidly pervading all the avenues 
of life, while she lay calm and undismayed in the awful storm 
of dissolving nature. While her happy soul was thus-suspend- 
ed for a moment, between time and eternity, as if having a view 
of both worlds, and fluttering to be on the wing for that “ coun- 
try from whose bourne no traveller returns,’ she forced from 
her quivering lips these precious and consolitary words, ‘‘ Gio- 
rny!! THIS IS THE BEST TIME I HAVE HAD YET!!! and yielded 
up her spirit without a struggle or a groan; having enjoyed the 
uninterrupted exercise of her right reason through the whole 
of her long and sore affliction; and having lived, according 
to the family record, 18 years, 268 days, 3 hours and 20 min- 
utes. Her remains were taken to the Methodist meeting-house, 
on the following day, where her funeral was preached to a large 
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and much affected audience, by Dr. Houston, from Hebrews 
iv. 9. ‘There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of 
God.” Thence she was taken and deposited in the family bury- 
ing ground, near to her deceased kindred; where she will rest 
until the morning of the resurrection; when the same happy 
spirit that so lately took its exulting flight from her poor, shat- 
tered and worn out body to “ another and a better world,” 
shall return again with Jesus at his second coming, who, with a 
voice that shall be heard through all the regions of death, will 
command the grave to relinquish its victim—then shall her 
sleeping dust, in the twinkling of an eye, awake from the slum- 
ber of centuries, be caught up, glorified, to meet the Lord in the 
air, and re-united with her soul will sing the song of Moses and 
the Lamb with all the redeemed of Christ, for ever and ever. 
PETER AKERS. 


Flemingsburg, July 18, 1821. 


—_————— > Oo 


Miscellaneous. 


ON THE RIGHT USE OF WORDS. 


(Concluded from page 419.) 


Having, in the last number, ascertained the end for which 
man was made, let us now inquire whether, in his present state, 
under the privileges of the Gospel, he may be qualified so to 
answer that end, as to be justly denominated perfect. In con- 
ducting this inquiry we shall not take into consideration the va- 
rious uses of his physical powers, and their adaptation to the 
ends designed to be accomplished by them; although, in the 
prosecution of this branch of the subject, we should unquestion- 
ably find the perfection of his nature developing itself ina 
most convincing point of light, and tending to establish the truth 
of the position, that man was qualified to answer his original 
destination. It is only by an abuse of these powers, that the 

racious designs of God towards man are frustrated. Neither 
is it our intention to analyze his moral powers, any farther than 
they are concerned in accomplishing the ends of his existence 
as a servant of God. To enter into an examination of the va- 
rious exercises of the Human Mind, in its application to the 
vast variety of subjects which come within the grasp of its com- 
prehension, and upon which its_ elastic powers are exercised, 
would require a very long discourse ; although we have no doubt 
but this branch of the inquiry would terminate in the same re- 
sult, namely the perfection of man’s character in answering the 
end for which he was commanded into being. 
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While we are compelled, by the irresistible force of evidence, 
to admit the truth of man’s apostasy from his original rectitude, 
yet we shall find, upon close and candid investigation, that he 
may still.so answer the end ofhis destination as to be pro- 
nounced perfect. To confine our remarks within as narrow a 
compass as possible, we say that one of the principal designs of 
God was, when he made man, that he should yield a holy obe- 
dience to the will of his Maker; or, in other words, that he 
should live free from sin. If the intention of the Almighty may 
be inferred from what he actually did, and from his express com- 
mand to man, then the position we have taken is incontrovertible ; 
for He made man holy, and commanded him so toremain. From 
this fact, and from another no less indisputable, namely, that he 
did sin, and become unholy, and that, until entirely renewed by 
divine grace, he continues to sin, we are led to this undeniable 
conclusion; that man is now in an imperfect state; and from 
this conclusion foliows another equally certain, that all who live 
in sin contravene the constitution of their nature, and accom- 
plish not the end of their existence. 

Thus far we have reasoned from the original intention of 
God in bringing man into existence. Now, if it be equally 
manifest that the design of God in Redemption was that man 
should be holy, by emancipating him from the thraldom of sin, 
and by restoring him to the image of God, we shall arrive to the 
same result, by proving that perfection still belongs to man. 
And that this was the very end for which Christ came into our 
world, suffered, died, ik rose, is demonstrable from the most 
express declarations of the inspired writers. ‘‘ Who gave him- 
self for us, that he might redeem us from Att iniquity, and pu- 
riFY unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”— 
‘‘For this purpose was the Son of God manifested, that he might 
destroy the works of the Devil.”? “ Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins.” Here, 
then, we have the grand design of Redemption by Christ most 
unequivocally expressed ; and that it was to deliver mankind 
from all iniquity and totally to destroy the works of the Devil, 
and to purify the hearts of his people from all filthiness of the 
flesh and spirit. Now, if this gracious design of God is accom- © 
plished in any one individual, that individual is perfect. But 
to say that the very end for which the Son of God came into 
the world is never accomplished, merely on account of the in- 
veteracy of the disease which he came to cure, or the stubborn- 
ness of the heart he came to change and purify, is to impeach 
both his power and goodness, by saying, that the whole design 
of Redemption failed, for the want of power and goodness in 
its Author to carry it into complete effect. 
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To express the end to be accomplished by Redemption in 
other words, we may say, that it was designed to: restore fallen 
sinfiers to that image of God in which their great progenitor, 
Adam, was created. And the apostle Paul speaks of those who 
had this end accomplished in them—‘ But we all with open 
face, beholding as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of 
the Lord.’ Here, therefore, is the perfect character designed 
to be formed by the scheme of Redemption and salvation. 

“ All the works of God are perfect.”” But it is God’s work to 
awaken, justify, and sanctify the sinner. If therefore any be 
thus justified, &c. he is perfectly justified, and sanctified ; for all 
the works of God are perfect. On condition of our believing, 
loving, and obeying, it belongs to God, not only to justify, but 
to shed abroad His love in our hearts, to make us holy, to keep 
us in the hour of temptation, to defend us against the assaults 
of all our enemies, and to preserve us, in the performance of 
every duty, unto everlasting life. As all the works of God are 
perfect, and as all these are His work, so all those who are thus 
made holy, kept, defended, and preserved, are perfectly holy, 
are perfectly kept, defended, in perfect obedience to His com- 
mands. In this respect, therefore, man answers his end, and 
consequently may be denominated perfect, according to the de- 


finition we have given of that term. 





ON FAMILY RELIGION. 


We take pleasure in presenting to our readers the following 
communication, from an unknown correspondent, under a live- 
ly impression of the vast importance of the subject on which it 
treats, and with an ardent desire that it may receive that prac- 
tical attention which its merits justly demand. The evils dep- 
recated by the author are to be dreaded by every friend to do- 
mestic peace and happiness, by every believer in the realities 
of an invisible world ; and therefore should be most strenuous- 
ly guarded against by every head of a family, as forming one of 
the strongest barriers to present and future felicity. The duties 
recommended, the neglect of which forms one of the most strik- 
ing features of inconsistency in the Christian character and con- 


duct, cannot be performed with too great assiduity. 


Messrs. EpiTors, 
Should the following observations be thought admissible 


in a future number of the Magazine, they might perhaps have 
their use with one class of your readers, whose souls and hap- 

iness are no less valuable because they hold a mere obscure 
rank in life. The observations, however, may not be restricted 
to one class only, as human nature is the same in all. Should 
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they be laid by with the refuse of your manuscripts, the writer 
will feel no mortification, from their being “ee unworthy, 
while enjoying the consciousness of their being well intended, and 
believing the subject of sufficient magnitude to claim the notice 
of an abier pen, the neglect of which has prompted this attempt. 


The present day is peculiarly signalized by exertions for the 
general diffusion of the gospel. In the efforts which are made, 
almost every hitherto neglected spot of the globe is recognized, 
and though the means are yet insufficient, thus far to extend 
it, the increasing endeavours of a generous public predict, that 
at no very distant period the gospel will be.planted in every 
land. {In this noble work are engaged all ranks, classes and 
ages. The pens of many are circulating religious intelligence, 
and civilians unite with divines in the praise of Missionary and 
Bible societies. 

But after this extensive survey of the spread of religion, we 
purpose to examine it at home, and if our zeal should be found 
more ready to scatter its influence abroad than to secure its 
saving effects on our own hearts, we should be no better than 
an apostle who “ having preached to others, should himself be- 
come a cast-away.’? It was not the design of that “ charity 
which seeketh not her own,’’, to require an exercise of benevo- 
lence at the neglect of our own eternal interests. Nor does all 
that is here specified, necessarily deprive us in the least degree, 
of bestowing as much attention upon our own spiritual concerns, 
and the concerns of those immediately connected with us, as we 
ought. It is far from the writer’s design to depreciate the duty 
of promoting the interest of religion abroad, or to undervalue 
ithe blessings which have attended the endeavours to cHristian- 
ize the benighted heathen. But what is particularly designed, 
is to offer something as a balance to that mistaken notion, that 
the great work lies in ostensive igs, and public labour. In 
temporal things, people are seldom culpable for being too libe- 
ral, but in spirituals they are frequently much more ready to 
lavish upon others than to retain themselves. 

Notwithstanding the numerous dissertations, harangues, and 
treatises on the extent and excellence of relizion, we rarely meet 
with one upon Family Religion. We shall therefore endeavour to 
descend to some particulars in domestic life, considering that reli- 
gion defective which does not influence and regulate the minutest 
circumstances and actions. And yet, nothing is small which in- 
volves the important concerns of our own or the souls of others. 

I purpose in the following essay to sketch the outlines of a 
happy family. Secondly, inquire why so few, in comparison, 
are found to answer the description ; and thirdly, suggest some 
hints for improvement. But in this attempt the writer is sensi- 
ble that the skill of a masterly hand is requisite to do justice. 
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For though many of the distinguishing marks are too prominent 
to be mistook, yet the numerous fibres, and niceties of shade 
which constitute the whole, can never be given by a superficial 
observer. 

It is not sufficient that in the group before us there be no tu- 
mults, strifes nor angry words, or that in general there be a 
good understanding as to the method of prosecuting the most 
obvious interests: but here, there must be an attention in , par- 
ticular to interests that are co-extensive with eternity. And 
this work is not effected by a casual recurrence to moral and re- 
ligious requisitions ; nor by stated or periodical seasons of com- 
munication and instruction. But the ever vigilant eye, the ever 
wakeful care, the heart-felt solicitude, and persevering faith 
and prayer must necessarily combine to accomplish it. With 
this belief one might well exclaim ‘ Who is sufficient for these 
things 2”? The neglect of properly considering which has plung- 
ed thousands in wretchedness. 3 

[In a union of affection, desires, views, efforts and interest, 
we see the husband, as often as the discharge of other duties 
admits, in the society of her whom he has chosen for his near- 
est friend. Here, if in trouble, he finds an alleviation by im- 
parting to the heart which he knows to be the faithful deposi- 
tory of whatever he there intrusts. If oppressed under the 
weight of spiritual or bodily disease, none so ready as she to 
point him to relief, or if possible, to bring itnear. If in pros- 
perity, his enjoyment is doubled by communicating to her, for 
their happiness is mutual. His conduct in all things respecting 
her, manifests that to him there is not her equal. If he sees 
her erring ss pa lead her astray, he rests not till he has re- 
stored her, and watches her, not with the cold eye of jealousy, 
but that his sagacity may point her the right way, and his ten- 
derness carefully guide her therein. 

The wife, as the honour and happiness of the family demand, 
acknowledges the superiority of her husband in all the distinc- 
tions which the gospel requires, and next to pleasing God, she 
seeks to please him. She performs with delicacy and faithful- 
ness the duties of her station, that she may render herself the 
most agreeable to her husband, and thus their family become 
the most desirable place to both. The duties of religion are 
not confided to either as an exclusive right or task, but both 
unite in the sacred work, and prove the ‘‘ yoke to be easy and 
the burden light.”” If they be parents there will be employ- 
ment for every moment. LEarnestly desirous to form the grow- 
ing minds of their offspring to piety and virtue, they are “ instant 
in season,” giving “line upon line, precept upon precept,” 
and are carefully exact to add the most powerful persuasive to 
goodness—a godlike example. They do not faint in their 
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minds because they see not immediately the fruit of their labour, 
but to their unwearied endeavours, they join the fervent pray- 
er, in expectation that blessings will sooner or later follow. 
Where early and suitable pains are taken with children there is 
every reason to expect a filial requital, which is one of the fin- 
ishing strokes. in our exhibition. Here are no separate inter- 
ests, no inherent supremacy or distinction, but such as arises 
from the different relation of husband and wife, parent and 
child. All harmoniously conspire to raise the happiness of 
each, and none unhappy without the interested sympathy of the 
whole. Behold! the Head united by the double ties of Chris- 
tian and conjugal affection, disseminating the fruit of that union 
in a two-fold sense! Happy are the children that are in sucha 
case, and happy also are the parents, whose children shall call 
them blessed. Over this lovely circle, methinks | see the an- 
gel of peace spread her wings, and each one emulous to court 
her residence, and establish her dominion. ? , 

We come now to inquire why so few thus walk in undisturb- 
ed harmony; and shall observe, first, that it is impossible 
where religion is only nominal; as nothing but that operative 
faith which purifies the affections, and continually exalts them 
to divine objects, can keep depraved dispositions from inordi- 
nate love, or can.create proper attachment. The truly pious 
discern how necessary it is, that with each other, they maintain 
the strictest watchfulness over themselves, lest in the freedom 
of their union they give or receive an indulgence which blunts 
the Spirit’s edge. And it is frequently remarked by the less 
experienced Christian, that he loses more by an intercourse 
with professors, than with the people of the world. With the 
latter the restraints of his profession keep him within bounds, 
but with the former, he is free from the suspicion that his friend 
sets as critic and judge, and so gives latitude to his feelings till 
he is .drained of his spirituality. If then so much grace, wis- 
dom and prudence are requisite to render Christians profitable 
to each other in the occasional intercourse of life, what must it 
be in that connexion which should make of twain one flesh? 
There is oftener, however, a greater impediment to domestic fe- 
licity than excessive freedom and affection, and what causes 
Christianity secretly to bleed. It is an aversion to, or disrelish 
of each other’s society, which is wholly incompatible with the 
right discharge of relative and respective duties. So different- 
ly are persons constituted, that in the happiest union of this na- 
ture which can be formed, there will be frequent occasion for 
the mutual exercise of forbearance and patience, with nameless 
minute acts of reciprocal attention and kindness, which would 
not be necessary to the well-being of any other society. 
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The principal cause of the lamented evils may generally be 
traced back to the first step which led to the connexion, where 
it will be found that base or unworthy motives predominated. 
That persons destitute of a religious principle should be thus in- 
fluenced, is not strange: but that those who have this princi- 
ple should be swayed by a depraved inclination merely in this 
very important point, is most preposterous. This is doubtless 
one of the most difficult places in which to be disinterested ; 
but that the Christian shauld be, as it respects all but the honour . 
of God, is not to be questioned. We would not insinuate that 
this disinterestedness is to render any person the agreeable and 
suitable companion ;_ but be assured that they who seek, more 
than every thing else, the wisdom from above, and submit to its 
divine dictates, will never be directed unsuitably. But theirs 
will be the most cordial and endearing union, having for its 
strength the love of Christ. How exceedingly deceptive are 
many of the fairest appearances which meet the eye! How of- 
ten is the unwary soul caught by a bait which lies coneealed 
under the charm of personal attractions, or the grace of exter- 
nal accomplishments! How often under the veil of a mind en- 
lightened by science, with only a specious show of piety! Nor 
is there less frequently a baleful influence connected with the 
idea of respectability of family, and honourable rank in society, 
with many considerations of the like nature, and too numerous 
to be mentioned. 

But though such disappointed persons should so manage as to 
maintain an exterior somewhat agreeable to the requirements 
of religion, yet they are incapacitated for enjoyment, and dis- 
qualified for usefulness, to the extent of which they might other- 
wise have been capable. 

Another source of domestic unhappiness is neglecting the cul- 
tivation of children. How strange is the conduct of parents 
who bestow less labour on the intellects of their offspring, than 
they would acknowledge sufficient to bring forward a good pro- 
duction among their vegetables! They attentively watch the 
growth of the plant, and carefully pluck the obtruding weed 
that it may not undermine its roots, or cast an unseemly shade 
over its fair blossoms ; but leave the growing mind to its own 
bent, or to take the course which chance may give it! These 
same persons are professedly tender of the cause of religion, 
perhaps are more active and zealous in society than others ; 
lament the prevalence of extravagance and folly, cry out bit- 
terly against the abominations of the times, and urge a speedy 
reformation, when the first steps which lead to it, are so near 
them as to be overlooked! Indulged or uncultivated children 
are generally disobedient to their parents, and unhappy among 
themselves; are likely to bring ruin on themselves and dis- 
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grace upon their parents and one another. It has frequently 
been said that the children of good people are the worst; bute 
where this has been comparatively the case, there has undoubt- 
edly been a defect in their education. Perhaps the parents have 
lamented it and prayed for them, and in the soft language of 
ancient Eli have said, ‘‘ Why do ye these things? it is no good 
report that ( hear of you,”? but in most cases, from no more ex- 
ertion than this, there is little reason to expect a suitable line of 
conduct from children. 

O ye, who are intrusted with the care of immortal souls, con- 
sider the importance of your charge, and fear with trembling. 
Should these in the day of eternity rise up and allege, that though 
you bore the Christian name, you were so far from comporting 
with the sacred character, that your profession was the greatest 
obstacle to their embracing it; that your tempers and conduct 
were so contradictory to the spirit which the gospel enjoins, 
that taking you for an example they coyld not admit its pre- 
tended excellencies ; that vour indulgences had strengthened all 
the innate corruptions of their hearts; that your lack of season- 
able and proper correction and instruction, had smoothed the 
way for the pursuit of carnal pleasures, and the commission of 
sin without fear: though your name might have stood on the 
list of every missionary and bible society in the world, and you 
have had the applause of doing more in various ways than most 
Christians ; will you not be found guilty of neglecting your 
most important duties, and be condemned not only as the abet- 
tors, but as the authors of your children’s misery ? 

We come, thirdly, to suggest some hints for improvement, 
which have indeed been already anticipated in the ideas which 
are contained under the preceding heads. We will however 
speak a little more positively and directly to enforce their im- 
portance. Let those whose condition are not irretrievable 
make the subject of a change a matter of serious importance, 
with which are connected consequences vast as the interests of 
immortal souls, and extensive as eternity itself, When the de- 
cision is made under the auspices of heaven, consider it as in- 
violable. Let no reflection ever be indulged that it is not for 
the best, but suffer whatever may come as being the Divine will. 
Let the purity of your affection forbid the thought of another, 
but duly appreciate the gift of each toeach. Keep at an equal 
distance from that familiarity which breeds disgust, that indif- 
ference which borders upon contempt, or the reserve which 
savours of suspicion. So shall your most private life witness 
the happiness of your union, and your more public walks con- 
fer a dignity on the social relation. 

Let the objects of your love be the objects of your tenderest 


care, their souls most especially. Make not the conduct os 
Von. IV. 60 
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others your standard in this point, but let conscience, let reli- 

ion, let the word of God say what will acquit you. Be partic- 
ularly careful not to overlook, or behold with indifference what 
many call small things in their temper and conduct. Inure them 
to industry. Suffer them never to have time to lavish upon 
trifles, or waste in idleness. And as domestic economy is indis- 
paneer necessary to the happiness of a family, it should ever 

old a distinguishing place there. As this part most naturally 
and properly devolves upon the mistress, to her I would address 
myself, and say “look well to the ways of your household.” 
Are you in affluence and think it unnecessary for yourself and 
family to be particular in your management and expenditures ? 
Remember that your possessions are held upon a precarious 
tenure, and that you may be suddenly and unexpectedly reduced 
to a situation in which labour will be necessary, or poverty and 
misery unavoidable. But though neither you nor your children 
should ever know the want of the necessaries of life, yet you 
want happiness, which you cannot have in vacant unimproved 
time. Activity and empleyment are as necessary to the present 
enjoyment of the mind, as to the acquisition of wealth. Be- 
sides, the poor have always a claim upon you, and the varivus 
wants of your fellow creatures require that all your time and 
substance be devoted to the Lord; by which you will always 
be ready to administer to the necessities of others, either tem- 
porally or spiritualty as occasion demands. 

Mothers have greatly the advantage for imbuing the minds of 
their children with knowledge and piety, and those who feel 
their care as they ought, will make innumerable, and frequently 
very minute circumstances subservient to the end, where an in- 
different one will see no opportunity. To mix useful instruc- 
tion and innocent amusement, to turn the various incidents of 
life into lessons of profit and improvement, is not perhaps 
the happy talent of every mother ; but she whose breast swells 
with pious emotions for the true happiness of her child, will 
not be found destitute of ability to communicate what, with the 
promised blessing of God, will do good through the lapse of 
life. Let none think to free themselves from the obligation 
which they owe to God and their children, by “1 am not calcu- 
lated for such duties.”” God never placed you in a station with- 
out offering you assistance to fill it answerably. This subject, 
full of importance to all Christians, should be deeply considered 
by the ministers of the gospel in particular, as the influence of 
their families is more extensive. To them the world look for an 
occasion to evade the force of divine precepts, and exultingly 
triumph when they discover any thing turn to their advantage, 
From them the church of God have a right to expect more than 
from other families, inasmuch as they are set for example, as 
well as instruction and correction. 
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It is devoutly hoped that individuals and families will enter into 
the spirit and practice of these sentiments so far as they are 
agreeable to truth, and though there be but little said to what 
the subject opens, yet it is humbly believed that a radical at- 
tention thereto will remove the greatest obstacles to the spread 
of universal holiness. 

2 {oo 


Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 





ACCOUNT OF THE WORK OF GOD IN WELLFLEET CIRCUIT, IN A 
LETTER FROM REV. EDWARD HYDE TO REV. T. MERRITT 


Dear Brotrser, Wellfleet, Mass. Aug. 28, 1821. 
AGREEABLY to your request 1 now send you an account of the work of 
God on this circuit in !820, and which continues to the present time. 

When [ arrived at my appointmett in July, 1320, I found that religion was 
at a low ebb on the circuit; but few had been conyerted for some time. My 
mind was much exercised on account of the situation of the people; I had 
been travelling where multitudes had turned to the Lord; se now to find 
none inquiring the way to Zion affected me much. My only refuge was in 
the Lord; and to him | often carried the case of the people, and soon found it 
not in vain. I endeavoured to impress the minds of the brethren with the im- 
portance of a revival. In the different classes we entered into a covenant to 

ray twice a day for two weeks, for God turevive his work. Before the time 
bad expired the work began. Several were deeply awakened, and believers 
were quickened. Our camp-meeting came on about this time in this town, 
which gave a new spring to the work. Some account of which is published 
in the Magazine for February, 1821. After this the work spread in every di- 
rection, and hath continued to progress till the present time. 

This circuit comprises three tuwns, each of which has shared in the glorious 
work. For many years our preachers have laboured in this town with but lit- 
tle success. Many were the difficulties they had to struggle with, but now an 
answer to their prayers has been realized, and the glory of the Lord display- 
ed. One means of belping on this work has been urging on believers the ne- 
cessity of going on to perfection. The work has spread to all parts of the 
town, even to the isles of the sea: On one island scarcely an adult is left un- 
converted, and not a single family but some of which have found a pardoning 
God. Eastham has had a large sbare of the glorious revival. For about twen- 
ty-five years our preachers have regularly passed through this town, and nota 
solitary individual would receive them, or bid them ‘‘ God speed ;”’ but iguo- 
rance of God and pure religion, very generally prevailed. At the first camp- 
meeting held in Wellfleeet, August, 1819, some out of curiosity attended. 
The power of the Lord was displayed among the people. This to them was a 
new thiog. Twowho were looking on to see the strange sight, were arrested 
by the Spirit, and went home deeply wounded. Their feelings were such that 
they could not conceal them. After mourning in deep distress for several 
days, the Lord set their souls at liberty. They vow thirsted for the salvation 
of their neighbours, and began to tell them what the Lord had done for them ; 
but their words were as idle tales to many, whilst others thought they were de- 
luded for saying that their sins were forgiven. Soon, however, others began 
to inquire what these things meant, and sought, and found the same blessing. 
From this the work spread to different parts of the town, and some began to 
inquire for the preachers who had been instrumental in the hand of God of 
beginning such a work. Accordingly, a message was sent to brother Wiley, 
the stationed preacher on Wellfleet circuit, to come and help them. He em- 
braced the opportunity and went;—And now their houses and hearts were 
opened to receive him as a messenger of God. A small class was formed, 
which has continued to increase till we have now about one hundred in socie- 
ty, most of whom yet stand fast in the liberty of the gospel, 2nd a number have 
been subjects of a deeper work of grace; others are yet groaning for full re- 
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demption in the blood of the Lamb. The most powerful and rapid work we 
liad among us has been in Truro. This commenced in February last. In about 
one week upwards of one hundred could testify that the Lord had power on 
earth to forgive sins. About forty in twenty-four hours were set at liberty. 
For several days the cries of the distressed and wounded were such that we 
could not preach to them. As soon as an opportunity presented for mourners 
to come forward to be prayed for, in every direction they would present them- 
selves in crowds. Sometimes one hundred and fifty or two hundred might be 
seen, in deep distress, on their knees, crying, ‘*‘ God be merciful to mea sia- 
ner ;”” then one after another rising and praising God for delivering grace. 
This blessed work still continues, though not so powerful as when it first be- 
gan. Our Congregational brethren have shared largely in this work. It has 
spread among them in this town. 

Out of about four hundred that have beef brought into liberty two hundred 
and thirty-six have joined our society, most of whom yet stand firm in the 
faith of the gospel. 

The sacred flame bas spread among all descriptions of people by sea and by 
land. One man whilst engaged in the fishing business on the coast was ar- 
rested by the Divine Spirit. The crew were all strangers to God, and knew 
not what was the cause of his distress. Being deprived of his strength whilst 
engaged in fishing he was carried below: when bis strength returned he be- 
gan to cry aloud tor mercy. His companions were so alarmed that they quit 
fishing, and went to a harbour, supposing him to be sick. A physician was 
sent for but no relief could be given. His case seemed desperate. The minis- 
ter of the place concluded to go and visit him. When he came along side he 
inquired for the sick man; but to his great joy he found him well, walking the 
deck, happy in God! In this frame of mind he came home, and has since giv- 
en evidence that the work was of God. Another particular instance of God’s 
work I will notice. A man who had long been an advocate for the doctrine of 
Universal salvation, and had strove to convince others that it was true, became 
alarmed about the state of his soul. Before his awakening he vainly suppused 
that no person was able to hold an argument with him against his favourite sys- 
tem. He boasted that he could overcome all the professors of religion in aa 
neighbourhood, and did bis utmost to gain proselytes to his opinion. Hearing 
of the revival in Provincetown, he went to see for himself: and while some 
were happy io God, and others crying for mercy, he endeavoured to instil his 
doctrine into the minds of the young converts. Brother Kelley, the stationed 
preacher, hearing his conversation, replied to his arguments. The conse- 
quence was, that he became convinced of his error, and shortly after was pow- 
erfully awakened and converted to God; and he is now striving to build up 
that which he strove to destroy. After his conversion, he was called to take 
charge of a vessel, and having shipped his crew, he called them together, and, 
to their astonishment, prayed with therm. Soon after sailing he established 
prayer-meetings on board his vessel, and continued them regularly during the 
whole voyage. The Lord soon began te work, and before he returned they 
were all converted to God. The work cid net stop here; for he and the mate 
gave clear evidences of having experienced a full salvation fromsin They gave 
me an account of their exercises previous to their finding this inestimable bless- 
ing. Having met, as usual, below for prayer-meeting, they had such a sense 
of their vileness and impnrity, together with a view of the holiness of God, and 
spirituality of the law, that they knew not what todo. They had no expe- 
rienced Christian to consult, nor had they any clear understanding of the doc- 
trine of sanctification ; but in their distress they cried to the Lord, and he de- 
livered them, and they both returned in the enjoyment of perfect love. 

Much more might be added; but | must close by observing, that our late 
camp-meeting has been a blessing to many on this circuit. We have several 
witnesses of perfect love. Oh that the work of holiness may spread ! 

Rev. T. Merritt. Affectionately, EpwArp Hyve. 





SUMMARY OF RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Amone other objects which have excited the attention of the Christian 
world, the Seamen, that useful class of our fellow men, have not been forgot- 
ten. A house of worship, expressly for their benefit, has been erected in this 
city, where, besides stated worship on Sabbath, a union prayer-meeting 1s 
held once in every month, in which all denominations assist. In addition to this, 
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prayer-meetings are established on board of vessels in this port. ‘‘ We have,” 
say the board of managers of the ‘‘NVew-York Bethel Union,” a standing 
committee to provide vessels on board of which to hold meetings. If a vessel 
is procured for Monday evening, notice thereof is given to the Chairman of the 
Monday evening committee, whose duty it then is to cause the Bethel flag to 
be hoisted at mast-head during the day ; the signal-lantern at night; to notify 
his co-members ; who may also invite such other friends as may be thought ne- 
cessary to assist in conducting the exercises of the evening.” These meetings 
have been generally well attended, and, it is believed, much good has been 
done. Success attend every such effort to convert our ships into houses of 
prayer, and our seamen iato temples of the Holy Ghost! 

he proceedings of the ‘*‘ United Foreign Missionary Society,” are amply 
detailed in the American Missionary Register; from which it appears that the 
Osage Mission, is likely to succeed, though itis to be feared that the war 
which has been declared between the Cherokees and Osages, will retard the 
operations of the Society. The Mission family have formed themselves into a 
church, confirmed their union, and renewed their covenant by partaking of 
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 


eas 
GREAT OSAGE MISSION. 


Extract of a letter from Miss Wooley to her Mother. 
Mission Boats, Aug. 8, 1821. 


May the Lord direct my pen, and enable me to speak of his goodness ; for 
pia | his goodness and mercy have followed us allour way. He hath not 
dealt with us according to our iniquities, but in his great loving-kindness 
hath he watched over us for good. Most of the family enjoy comfortable 
health. Although a number are feeble, yet no raging fever burns their sickly 
frame. The most infirm are able to waik abroad; our spirits are good, and 
our prospects are flattering. 

We entered the Osage river on the 29th of June; and on the first of July, 
we met on one of its banks for Divine worship. Our Sanctuary, formed by the 
God of nature was grand and sublime. We assembled under a large shelving 
rock, sufficiently extensive to shelter a thousand persons from the peltings of 
the storm, or to shadow them from the scorching rays ofthe sun. Here we 
met with only one white family, the last we expect to see on our way to the 
Indian settlement. 

On the 2d of August, we arrived at Chateau’s Establishment. Here, forthe 
first time, we saw Osage Indians. We were politely received by Wah-ton-e- 

ah, a warrior of distinction, who had been left here to give to the chiefs in- 
ormation of our arrival. When three of the brethren, who had gone forward, 
approached the Indian huts, this warrior marched out with an air which 
would not have disgraced royalty. He took the Missionaries by the hand, 
and bade them a cordial welcome. He then walked down to the river, and 
welcomed the whole family to the territory of his nation. 

At this place, we found many of the Osage Indians. Their appearance is 
most interesting. Their cleanliness much surprised us. We could not but 
love their children, some of whom were neatly dressed, while others were en- 
tirely destitute of clothing. One of the Indians said he had two children, and 
he would send them to school, and when they became white-men, he would 
come and live with us, and be a white-man too. 

In the course of the afternoon, we moved up the river about a mile. Wah- 
toneyah accompanied us, took a seat at our table, and conducted himself with 
propriety. On the 3d, we rested, while the brethren examined the land. On 
the 4th, we moved up the stream until we were arrested by the shoals. On 
the 6th, the brethren took a more extensive view of the land, and found a sit- 
uation about four miles distant by land, and eight or ten by water, with which 
they are highly pleased. 

Some of the brethren are now employed in erecting a store-house on the 
scite just mentioned, while others are conveying goods thither in a skiff. Bro- 
thers Newton and Bright have gone to the Missouri river for horses, oxen, 
cows, &c. Weare within 80 miles of Fort Osage, to which all letters for our 
family should in future be directed. The Osage chiefs and warriors have not 
yet returned from their summer’s hunt. They are expected soon, and on their 
return a Council will be immediately held.— American Missionary Register. 
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The following ts an sage? a letter P Bishop M‘Kendree, dated Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky, September 26, 1821. , 
‘*Tue Missionary business, in the Ohio Conference, promises a reward 
for our labour and expences. We have sent on a Missionary family to car- 
ry the school into effective operation.” 


By a letter from Rev. Ebenezer Brown, it appears there is a gracious re- 
vival of religion in Middlebury, Vermont. He says, ‘‘ The most hardened of- 
fenders came to the altar last Tuesday evening seeking forgiveness, and de- 
siring am tnterest in the prayers of God’s people. it was an awful time. I 
never witnessed so mighty a revelation of the power of God; and yet the 
most perfect order prevailed, and all was solemn as the house of death! In- 
deed order and solemnity characterize every meeting for the public worship 
of God. About fifty have been added to our church since my residence here, 
one of whieh is the high-sheriff of the county.” 


Obituary. 


Died in Stratford, Vermont, March 
8,1821, in the 36th year of his age, 
Rev. Salmon Winchester. He was 
born of respectable parents, in West- 
moreland, Nov. 11,1785. When about 
sixteen, through the instrumentality 
of the Methodist ministry, be was 
brought to the knowledge of the truth ; 
and he ever after maintained the char- 
acter of a pious, consistent Christian. 
Evincing an ardent desire for the sal- 
vation of souls, and a talent for useful- 
ness in the ministry, he received li- 
cense, first as a Local Preacher, and 
in 1815 he joined the travelling minis- 
try, and was stationed on Ashburnham 
circuit: In 1816 on Tolland: In 1817 
he was admitted into full connexion, 
ordained deacon, and again stationed 
on Tolland circuit. In 1818, he trav- 
elled Vershire circuit: and in 1819, 
he was ordained elder, and appointed 
again to Vershire. In 1820, for rea- 
sons which he thought sufficient to jus- 
tify him, he discontinued from travel- 
ling, and received from the Confer- 
ence a location. Being, however, dis- 
satisfied in his present state, with a 
view to join the Conference again, he 
re-commenced travelling on Vershire 
circuit, but did not, on account of ill 
health, re-enter the Conference. 

In his sickness, he exhibited, ina 
very eminent degree, the virtues pe- 
culiar to the Christian, bolding an un- 
wavering confidence in God, and a 
firm hope of immortality ; aud when 
assured that his restoration to health 
was hopeless, he said, ‘‘ If I were alone 
in the world, I could die with ease— 
but my family.”” He, however, calm- 
ly resigned them into the hands of his 
God, while he committed his own sou! 
to the care of his great Redeemer. 


About 10 o’clock on Thursday, he 
observed, ‘‘I have failed fast since 
sundown. I shall not probably live 
to the rising of another sun. Five days 
ago I was as likely to live as any of you; 
but God, in His wise Providence has 
seen fit to afflict me, and 1 hope I 
fully acquiesce init. I wish I could 
say, my work is done and well done.” 
(By this remark he appeared to allude 
to the time of his location.) ‘ Yet, 
blessed be God, I can say that for six 
years | have had an unshaken confi- 
dence in God, and have been striving 
todo good. 1am now ready to be offer- 
ed—lI have finished my course; I have 
kept the faith. Henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness.”’ Mapy other passages of scrip- 
ture he repeated. 

He then gave a charge to his dis- 
consolate wife and children, giving 
them his blessing, and exhorting them 
to faithfulness. In this happy frame 
of mind his soul took its departure into 
a world of spirits, and, we doubt not, 
rests from labour, in the bosom of God. 

Much might be justly said in favour 
of hischaracter. But suffice it to say, 
that, in all his exterior deportment, 
he ere the virtues of the Chris- 
tian, the husband, the father, the mem- 
ber of civil and religious society, and, 
after his exaltation to the ministry, he 
evinced his divine call by the manner, 
and the success with which he dis- 
charged his ministerial duties. Nei- 
ther were the inward tempers of his 
rind less amiable in the estimation of 
his intimate acquaintance, than his 
external conduct was correct. In a 
word, he enjoyed communion with 
God, and in that communion he died. 
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